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ASEMENts

Permanent
protection of
riparian buffers
& wetlands with
land conservation
easements



CIREP Easement:

1S a voluntary, solutiofn

Jor: protecting agrictittrallana,

a Sstevvarasiip: et

that passes tihreugn tie generanoris,

a permanent water: resource
protection.



Wihat adoes a
CREP Easemment ao?

Permanent protection

RIpPAaran stireamsiae pufiéers ana.
Wwertlanas

Conseryation Easemients

Legal aoecument



Wihat s CREP?Z

Conservation Reserve Enhancement
Pregram fer farmiand

Cand pretection

Keeps livestock waste, fertilizer, pesticides
out: aff Water

BMPs = Best Managemenit: Practices



NViore CREP. -

EunRding fier landewners te net farm aleng
Streams and Wetlanads.

Pay/s  CoSLS Off Projects; such as

- fiencing livesteck out off streams,
- planting trees In; bUiifers,

- dltermative Waterng SoUKCeS.

Pays rrent tor landewner: tor continue thais
protection fier 10’ oK 15 years.



erer»

$%  Funding is availaple $%

CREP Is one or Virgimnia’s most active water quality
efforts.

Jt aims to improve water r///'///r/ & wildlite napitat
vy oitering financial incentives

- fJ.J[‘Jf/E!fC’,

- rental payments, &
- casements

to rarmers wno restore riparian puirers &
wetlands

trnirougn tne installation of conservation practices
(BMPs.)



That’s a lot of CREP.

CREPS an ennancement to thie freaeral
ConservanonReserve Program. (CRL),
estaplisrea . 1985, Wiilclh [1as enrol/ed.

ore tran
Wit feaeral & state imnas,

CREP applications will-be acceptea at local



CREP Easement Option

After thie BIV/Ps anad. rental conptract aré
place, theré s anotier Progran. OpLori.:

Make these land use decisions
PErMmanenit By placing a CREPRP
Easement on the land.



Wirat 1s: an Easement?

fegal agreement (deed)r imwhaich
landewner retalns ewnershipr ol thellr:
preperty, while giving up: (selling)
Certain Specific rights.

Helder ofi CREP Easements:
Commoenwealithr ol Virginia,
Dept. off Conservation and Recreation



“Bundle of Sticks” Analogy

Bundle of sticks = Land use rights

Landowners have the
fgnt te:

m EVict trespassers
= puild structures
= farm

s CUL timber

= lease it or sell 1t
s mertgage! it

s Subdivide and
develop It



Easement = Some of the rHgnts
are purerasea or aonatea to a
“holder”

(“Fee simple” =the whole bundle of sticks)



“Purposer excerpt from CREP Peed of
Open-Space =asement

WEIERIEAS; the Commonwealthl ot Virginia has
established the Consetrvation Reserve
Enhancement Program (“CRIZPS) fot the
putpose of testoring, mamtaimning,
enhancing and acquiting wetland and
tipatrian resources that contribute to the



“Restrictions” excerpt from CREP Deed of
Open-Spacer asemient:

Restrictions ate hereby imposed on the use of the Hasement Atrea pursuant to the
public policies set torth above. The acts which Grantor, his heirs, sucecessors,
and assigns, covenant to'do and not to do upon the IHasement Area, and the
restrictions which Grantee 1s hereby entitled to) entorcee, ate as tollows:

Atic
prohibited in the IHasement Ateca.

are prohibited in the Hasement Area.

is prohibited. Other
forest management activitics shall'be putsuant to a Ferest Stewardship Plan
which has been approved by Grantee within five (5) yeats of the date of the
commencement of the proposed. fotest management activity.



(Restrictions” excerpr rom CREP
Deeq of Open-Space Easement,
conta.)

in the Hasement Area. Other structures are
prohibited in the IHasement Atea, except asi permitted by paragraph 5 ot as
permitted by Grantee putsuant to,a Farm Consetvation Plan ot Fotest
Stewardshlp Plan.

in the fasement Atea except as needed! to) protect of
interpret the Hasement Atrea ot its consctvation values.

of soil; trash, ashes, gatbage, waste, abandoned vehicles,

appliances;
machinery, ot othet material on the Fasement Atea {s prohibited.

of the land, 1s prohibited except as approved by Grantee.



Wiy, aora CREP Easement?

A CREP Easement ensures that \youl
decisions; abeut Wise' use: of your land
remann urchangeda.

EaSements pass With GWRErship, So: your
effiorts 1o pretect water quality: & wildlifie
nanitat continue: even: after you do not
control the land.



lrcentve Payient

DCRipays $1000 per. acre for land
proetected under a CREP Easement
(Gne-time payment:.)

DCR pays all cests of surveying,
titling, recerding the deed, managing
& coerdinating the entirée ProCESS.



Wil trae punlic have access to
trielana uraer the Easemient?

No. Permission for access to land
pretected by a CREP Easement Is at the
discretion off the' landewner.

DECR moniters the: property: pernodically te
assure that culrent & future landewners
noener the terms off the Easement.
(Advance permission to enter property.)



How will thils affect a future
sale, or inherirtance of the
lana?

Landoewner can selll, mertgage; or othenvise
transier the property. inreven/ nermal
fiashion.

At the same time;, It remains stpject to the
estrictions; of the: CREP Easement.



Coula aaaitional acreage ne
aaaed to the CREP Easement?

Fandoewner may: add adjacent nen-CREP
fparian areas; to; the: Easement UnRder
CErtalnr clifclmstances

Meet same restrictions as CREP protection.

No payment forr tihiese acres. (Censidered
a denation, tax credits possible.)



/s there a tax aavantage
to tris Easement?

Fax henefits are possible fier CREP
Easements, though Unecemmon.

Easements may: gqualify/ fer:

federall income! tax deduction,

State’ Income tax credit

&/or lecal real-estate tax reduction.

SpPeciall iederal pPrevisIons el famers.



What If thiere. Is an existing
Easement o the. property”

EXISting Easement decument woeuldineed
10 berexamined:

CREP'Easement may. be recerded it the
first: Easement dees not specifically’ pretect
a rpamran buffer.



Process

Suivey, titing, ag BIVIP documents, ecological
Survey, ete.

Review: and approval by Va. Attermey: General’s
Office (Real Estate & LLandi Use Section)

Deed signatures, recordatieon N courtneuse.
Payment Issued to landewner.
Precess reguires 1-2 years te complete.




Perpetryity s along tme.

/HOW. 011G GOES ail Easemient /ast?

Easement Is attached to) land deed and
PreLECtS the buiferr or Wetland forever:

can the CREP Easement e clriadngea. ol
revorkea?

NOT readily:— Since they: are designead to
pe permanent, change would e threugh
court action.



Lana Lost

701% ofVa.'s farms & ferestiand will
change hands in the next 15 years.

Between 1982 & 1997, Va. |est
480,000 acres off cropland.

Between 1992 & 2000, the
Commonwealth lost 490,000 acres ofi
fiorestliand.

(Va. Tech study, Va. General Assembly Subcommittee)



Land to be Saved

“As a landowner, you are a steward
of Virginia's natural resources, &
your land can stay the way you want
It.

“By participating in CREP, you are
alreacdy committed to protecting
water quality & providing nhabitat for
wildlite.

ake one step further to ensure your
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Easerments ixecoraea i Virginia:

Jt is important to note that even a rew acres

add up to significant stream lengtn protection.

1180 acres Completed Easements, i.e. deeds recorded

(29 Easements)

508 acres In-progress Easements (18 individual
Easements)

1688 acres Total acres both completed & in-progress

(47 Easements)

acres Chesapeake Bay watershed,

noth completed & in-progress (21 Easements)
acres Southern Rivers watershed,

both completed & Iin-progress (26 Easements)

3 —170 acres Sizes of individual Easements, a wide range

s rav ot~ 1 JIT- 7 7))



Promotional tools to
“market” CREP Easemenits

“Fact Sheet™ one-page nandout for countertop,
emall, etc.,

Newsletterr articies ready, ter cut and paste,
Deed template (beilerplate),

Samplé letter 1o landeWRers Wie: may: e
Interested,

Brochures on all land conservation: assistance
availlable frem VA state agencies.
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Diane Dunaway,

lLana Cornservation

Speciallst

DR Office of Lana.

C oriserVa th /6] WV, AeI VIrgiiia, gov/Soll: & water/Crepe
ase

SoJll & Water Conservation District Office,

phone 804-786- FSA, NRCS.

SeelSWeDrDirectory at
7 7 1 7 WIVIN: Qe Virginia. Gov/SW/SWeas

2038 Governor Street;, Suite 302,
Richmond, VA 23219

diane.dunaway(@
der.virdinia.gov.
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